Mr. Edison does not often take a holiday, but 
he decided to spend one with me. 

After a short railway run from New York I was 
at Orange, where one of the inventor’s small, 
swift motor cars was waiting to take me to the 
great man. Before I had time to compare Orange 
with 1ts very similar suburbs on the outskirts of 
London, [ wag shaking hands with a genius whose 
capacity for wearing ce a shocking bad hat” is only 
equalled by that of Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Edison is large-made, of middle height, con- 
siderably older than his photographs, very deaf, 
and with that peculiar complexion one finds in 
monks and prisoners, and those who de not see 
much of the light of day. 

As his secretary explained to me, Mr. Edison 
needed a holiday badly. He took it immediately 
gfterwanie in that chart g winter house of his 
at Fort Myers, Floric C whick he is able to 
escape every seven or eight years for a week or two. 
It is the only house in Fort Myers not lit by elec- 
trie light. 


THE WORKROOM AND THE MAN. 


The hall in which the world’s greatest inventor 
works is a Jarge and lofty library with a gallery 
round it, furnished with many thousands of books, 
maps, diagrams, and some models of his inventions. 
In one corner I saw the remains of a minute 
lunch. Mr, Hdison takes very little food, and but 
little exercise, though he has a surprising store 
ef fun, vivacity, and initiative. If he could be 
induced tv write a book, it is safe to say it would 
not only be one of the most ae ne but one 
of the funniest. We laughed heartily over the 
story, which has been told many times, of how he 
sold the invention of the tape telegraph machine, 
for which he expected to get a few pounds, for 
many thousands, insisting, in his boyish ignet- 
ance of pecuniary matters, on receiving the money 
in bank-notes, which were so bull ky as to mond- 
 polise all his pockets. 

Mr, Edison*is of mixed Scotch and Dutch 
Seok nt and his knowledge of British affairs 8 

considerable. a one leaves him with 
ression so often left on one’s mind by the 
yreat men, “‘ How on earth does he man- 
ond time to keep it all up?” 


NOT A COMFORTER TO ENGLAND. 

Frankly, his criticisms are not optimistic with 
| regard to the English engineering and mechanical 
outlook, unless, as he says, we shortly and sharply 
reform ourselves. We have among us, as he 
pointed out, some of the greatest minds (of Lord 
Eelvin he Speke Sed bert maaan et oe we 


has andergo ne some g speed change ae 
vrhen we spread the world with railways, 
rine ¢ and steamships. He compared 
wth “3E ihe telephone in England and in 
his own country, sopntine y out to me that he intro- 
duced the tele ephone almost simuitaneously here 
1 in America, coming over to England himself 
tr tha rpose; and I was reminded, though not 
y him, f ihe fact that in the course of the evi- 
dence in the Parliamentary inquiry into the tele- 
phone question, one of our leading electricians, 
who still continues to voice his sentiments on these 
matters, expressed his opinion that the telephone 
would never succeed in England, because we had 
gue oh a superabundaiice of messenger boys! 
‘At this moment,’ Mr. Edison remarked, “* my 
are concentrated on_ self-propelled car- 
riages, what you call motor cars.” It is not easy 
to induce Mr. Edison to talk about his own work; 
but he showed me his electric storage battery, 
which will probably do ib as tk tramways, and 
will enable any one to carry in a small space a 
rapidly charged set of accumulators of compara- 
ti my ely. light weight at an infinitesimal cost. Mr. 
d ison has celebrated the commencement of the 
th century with this 1 invention. 
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E pateies ng and cuntinls te an Aagiabindn, ee i 
to stand before some comparatively small Ameri- | 
can machine, a machine that seems to think as 
it works, and witness that machine doing neatly, 


| cheaply, and with mathematical accuracy the work |@ 


that in the old country is done by scores of human 
hands; and it is appalling to think of the stupidity | 
of British employers and workmen who imagine that | 
| such machines do away with human labour. As | 
Mr. Edison pointed out to me, they do nothing'of | 
the sort;, they merely enlarge the scope and me- 1 
§ chanical capacity of a nation. And it is a singular 
fact that each year there migrate from England, a | 
country with practically no machinery, to the 
United States, a country of all machinery, thou- 
sands of skilled mechanics; and it is curious that 
here, where we do everything by hand, our people 
receive so much lower wages than they do within 
a few months of landing on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

A number of Mr. Edison’s people are Pictish: : 
and high up in most American factories you find | 
an Englishman who left home either because he | 
was not content with the monotonous dead level | 
of wages thrust upon him by the trade unions, or | 
with the lack of opportunity given him by the 
employer. Ps, 


WIZARDRY. 


Mr. Ediscn took me round his model room, filled | 
with scores of great contrivances, at which he 
works irom time to time, | 

He showed mé what I might call his * Library 
of Material,’ from which he can in a moment 
obtain a specimen of almost every kind of sub- 
stance in the world, a department necessary for | 
his multitudinous experiments, 

“ Name anything,” he said, “and I will produce | 
it for you at once,” and so I named a diamond, a 

piece of beeswax, a piece of the skin of a civet cat, | 
@ gpecimen of esparte grass, some quicksilver, 
arsenic, sea water, and specimens of various Emg- 
lich woods. The odd collection was before ie in | 
a moment. | 

Mr. Edison is in many ways a ‘great admirer of | 
our country, its men and women, its books, its | 
scenery, and its domestic life. He has the greatest 
reverence for the mighty engineers of our past; | 
but he believes that we are a nation of Rip van | 
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e striking information concerning the| 
; of the fishing industry in Scotland | 
nished in the report of the Fishery | 
for 1900, which has just been issued. 
ing that year 85,000 persons, of whom ; 
were fishermen, were directly em-'— 
| in the various branches of the fish-' cludes his re] 
adustry. The number of boats em ® saragraph | 
was 11,275, and the total value of the ; «?7<able res 


as £1,915,900. As the gear used was. 
£795,977, the total capital invested 
means of capture alone was £2,711,877. 
extent of the lines used in the white 
| was over 43,460 miles, and the area 
nets employed in ci, iuring herrings 
er fifty-seven square miles. Altogether 
tons of fish were landed, and the 
realised was over 4£2.400,000. More 
nalf this value was accounted for by 
oS. 
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1200 to £300 for one night’s eatech; the 
| sum realised was £440. In a number 
ances the earnings of single crews for 
aAson amounted to 
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be fishermen owning larg« boats, the 
ealised during the spriv. 2nd autumn 
6 and the fishing season - the English 


pecuniary results from: the building 
imber of new steam “ herring dritters ” 
Kceptionally gratifying. These boats, 
lew, cost about £2,200 each, while the 
g expenses average from £12 to £14 
t. One of the Aberdeen crews, who 
ced operations in May, had earned 
-by the cnd ot August, after which 
articipated in the English fishing and 
xk months, | a 

there is a sad side to it all. The 
recalls the great storm in February, 
resulted in the loss of 209 lives and 
| vessels, | 
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Mr. Epison, who has lately discovered a 
means of making cast iron as tough as 
fwrought iron, is reported to be very im-| 
| patient of interruption when at work. 
| Another annoyance to which the great 
scientist is subjected is the numbe 
= letters: he receives eine hie Se Seah from 


: heteeed ig ould: an advisers, ‘emideuks 
experimenters of all kinds, and critics of 
his former discoveries. The life of a world- J 
| wide celebrity is not at all times a happy - 
one! Rumour also says that, after being 
much + paneer ® in these 1 ways, Mr. Edison 


to — ane gene ak thax: BS n | 
| privacy and spare him unnece sary abou, : 
the amount of valuable time which . 
} | public " “wastes - him is said to be | con- ff 
j siderable. ' wyeS Gee ¢ ye 


u Tight 1 YOUN ie eclipse. ( vaptain 
‘Hills, R. E.. hee or? Pexva] of 
- Scotland, wath various Indian and : oreign 
parties, were also reap eee on 4 4 | 


1 salient Kad Geitical investigation 1 before the | 
| prety. off the corona is | solved. : 


| Commons W ho are , most Hikely’ t to be invited 
| to join the cricketing team which is to play] 
| matches in Queensland, Tasmania, and. 
| We = vetralia are Lord pees a 
| Dall. ord Willoushhy De Breshy,| 
| Mr. i ers pss -paptain | 
| of the House of Bcaiat cricket ‘GFéVen), | 
'| Mr, Geo. Kemp, the Hon. Alfred Taalion, 
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